
 
 
 
FOR USERS OF ANDROID PHONES – eg Samsung, Oppo 
 

• Go to Google Play 
• Use the Search function to select GPX Viewer which will look like this:  

 
 

 
 

• Install the App on your phone. 
 
Downloading the Walk 

• Refer to the accompanying pdf for details on how to download the walk from the 
CPCW Newsletter. 
 

Loading the Walk into the GPX Viewer APP 
• If you know where to find downloads on your phone*, simply select the map file 

from the downloads list. It will automatically open in the GPX Viewer App, with 
some exceptions. If the phone asks you to select a file type first, select 
Documents and then GPX Viewer.   

* Typing ‘files’ into the Google search bar on your home screen - without 
pushing search – will bring up one or more file location options for your 
phone, such as ‘My Files’ or ‘files’. Click one and navigate to ‘Downloads’.   

• Alternatively, open the GPX Viewer App.  
• Click the 3 horizontal bars in the GPX Viewer header (1st image below), to bring 

up the main menu (2nd image).   



      

• Click ‘Open files’ (you may have to select an Android file browser as an extra 
step). 

• If the subsequent file list is headed ‘Recent’ the downloaded file may be in that 
list. If not, click the 3 horizontal bars again to bring up a list of folders (3rd 
image).  

• Select ‘Downloads’ and the recently downloaded map file will be near the top of 
the list.  Click on this file name and it will load into the GPX Viewer App. If the 
phone asks you to select a file type first, select Documents and then GPX Viewer.   

 
First Time Use 

• The first time this App is used you will need to grant permission for it to access 
your files. Grant access then close the App and reopen it. If necessary, reload the 
map file.   

• The background maps in the App (street map and/or satellite view), require a 
data connection to load, e.g. a WIFI or mobile data connection. Once loaded the 
maps for the last walk viewed will remain in the App, even if it is closed or the 
data connection lost. 

• If the map does not zoom in directly to show the walk when you open the file (as 
in the image below), click on the location/compass icon on the top right of the 
map to relocate to your current location.  



 
 

• Tracking a walk does not use mobile data. If you open a previously unviewed 
walk in GPS Viewer without a data connection, the blue line for the walk will 
show and the App will track progress on the walk relative to the blue line, but 
there will be no background maps for reference.   

 
GPX Viewer Settings  

• Under the main menu (the 3 horizontal bars and 2nd image above), options that 
are of interest are: 

o Satellite map – this provides a photographic type view of the walk, which 
can be a useful alternative view to the street map on some walks.  

o Follow GPS – this is what tracks your phone as you do a walk. Turn this off 
if you are previewing a remote walk otherwise the App will continually 
jump back to show your current location. When you are at the start of a 
walk, turn “Follow GPS” on or, on the map screen, click the dark blue 
circle with the white arrow to achieve the same thing. 

o Rotate map – this re-orientates the map as you walk so that you always 
appear to be walking towards the top of the phone. 

o Settings – the default settings will suit most people but check these if 
something isn’t working as you might expect.   


